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wy A aud Right Werbifel, 
Is NG: b His. Diſcourſe being Calculated for 


the Meradian of London, was 


\ 


-wg\! Ax, 0 \ ſaoner gained from me for its 

& ZE ' Publication, but the Author leaſt 
5+ bowl float about as au Individuum vagum as 
—_— chaught of fixing i zt in. your Honour 
as the BY777 Ma Leater. which, His Majeſty bas 
'A2> fixed 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


fixed in this Cities Orb, at in your Woilbips; 


as the moſt conſpicuows Conſtellation in-it ; And; 


pardon me, if that the Zeal which I bave for 
the Place I firſt breathed'in; has made me over 
bold in the Addreſs. © My deſegn of making that 
the Objett of your Eyes, which was before of 


your Hearing, i no other, than that it may be a 


Remembrancer of you to that, which , I know , 
tis your Deſires to be mindful of. T hat the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs may guide all your ſteprin 
the way that you ſhall tread towards the Cities 
happy Re-building ; and that your Fuftice may 
be ſo Extenſive, as not only to reach the Con- 
cerns of them , 'who E if prejudiced but in their 
own thoughts are alive, and too ready to Cla- 
mour ; but that your Juftice , and Humanity 
both, may have a reſpe@ to thoſe that Iye in their 


filent Graves, and though diſturbed of their Poſ- 
ſeſſions there, can't plead their own Cauſe, | 


_y that all of you hav» ſome Relation to the 
Grave ; *T is our Mortalitie that ba# made; us all 
a-Kin 1oit, and we ſhonld be loth: when we our 


ſelves ſhall come to be laid in the Seputcbres f 
our Fathers, to bave but that Relation ſevered, 


and our Reft diſturbed, when we'ſball' be laid 
by 


( 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
” by the Aſber of thoſe who were once ſo dear to 


Hs 


But I ſpeak not this, as doubting in the leaſt 

JF. of your Religious and Prudent care in all re- 
ſpetts, but as preſuming that whatſoever is Sa- 
cred, will by you be accordingly managed ; vl 
And that all things may ſo be done, ſhall be the 
Prayer of 


' 


Tour moſt humble 


Orator 


W. Kings. 
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But unto you that fear my Name, ſball the Sun of righ-- 
oy ariſe with hea ng under his whats af 


is fa inter vetus.  - Nowam _ 


will 
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Teſtamen's together ; In-whole Prophe- 
ſie 7Zudaiſm asit were lers, *and Chriftia- 
nlty dawns from the Sun of rightevuſnels; 
who had as it were concealed himlelt tron the beginning, 


appearing only from che darker Cloud of a promite, and 


but now andrthen cafting a brighter look through the clca- 
rer predictions of the holy Prophets.. By the Mofaick, Oe-. 


conom.y 


= tum, thit Prophet which couples boch- 


(+) 
Lonomy Libby (as the; Apoſtle writs us }; GER 
ſhadow of things 9; come; - 


5d/w25- therefore to vaniſh 
when this zlorious Sun ſhould ariſe, the Jews were in ſome 
meaſure prepared for the expeftation of his approach : 
Burt by: e clefre rayes | qarted tpn the Heer Prophets, 
he becomes fo viſible, that as in the Text, and as plainly 
as a Promiſe can repreſent himjhe ariſes in his full glory: 
Spjchat.now already the Sup 6f righteouſneſs had guilded 
Paleſlina with his divine, þeams, and the holy and devout 
without the imputation,, or leaſt ſurmiſe of ſuperſtition, 
were ready to pay their devotions to this-rifing Sun, and 
ſalute him with.2 Xaies ws, and bid him welcome. And 
they having in this Chagier ex, diſcovered, Elias, as Mapni 
anteambulo Regis, the Prodromus or forerunner of this great 
King, iP mor eAigh; ardour than ever the greateſt 
of Ceſars, either; favorites. or flatterers, PW, devoutly 
Phoſphere. redde diem, quid gaudia  noftra } mnoreris 2 
They are imparient to ſee that day, which ſo many holy 
Parriarchs and Kmgs and: O__ longed! 6 ls to bee 
hold the dawning 'of | 
Bur there being nothing that is _ 2nd Horious 

conveyed unto us, but we weuld willingly falute the hand 
that brought it, . and underſtand who the perfon is ; In 
order to that I beg your leave briefly to preface that over 
before I fall dire&ly upon the Words, Origen from the 1im- 
port of the word Malachi, which in Engliſh ſignifies My 
Angel, thought ſome Celeſtial Being to have afſumeda bo. 
dy,and to have borne this Onus verbi Fehov#, this burden 
| of 


(3) 
of the Word of the Lord ( for ſuch is this Propheſie ſti- 
ted ) and to have brought it down from Heaven ; Bur 
then as a learned Critick notes the Grammar had required 
it had been yONYJD by the hands of his Angel. 

Yer had there been no greater reaſon then that for the 
doubting of Origens opinion, which was the opinion of 0- 
cher Fathers , Clemens Alexandrimes, St. Auguſt, and >t. 
Chryſoſtome ; The Seventy' rendring the words by an Ap- 
pellative , 'Evy yae ayſens any, And the Arabick 
AY Das and the AMthiopick nag: egan: all , By 


the hands of bis Angel. Theſe might have over-ballanced 
that objeftion ; Origen I preſume founded his opinion up- 
on the uncertainty of the Hiſtory which we have of this 
Prophet; The Fews not agreeing who he was, nor yet ge- 
nerally when he lived, ſome of them tancying him to be 
Mordechi, others Zerobabel, ſome Nehemias, others Eſdras, 
of which opinion tis evident that enathan the Paraphraſler 
was of ; Hein his Zargum rendring the firſt Verſe of this 
Prophefic thus , The burden of the Word of the Lord by the 
bands of Malachi, whoſe name was PRNDI NIN Elra 
the Scribe. 

Bur though the Hiſtory of our Prophet be obſcure , 
this confirms not Origen's Opinion, That the Meflenger 
chat brought it was ar Angel, as the Word 1s uſually taken 
tor a Celeſtial Being ; for in the Second Chapter of this Pro- 
phecie , Verſe the Seventh , The Pricft he ' is ſtiled, 


MR WD in the very ſame Phraſe, The 
Ingel of the Lord of Hoſt. Thus were his Prieſts called un- 


IN Ir nan rn een > —— 


wh 4) 
der the Law, ani fo are his Biſhops ſtiled under” 'the' Go- 
Fell, and a lefs glorious name would not become them, 
who are Prieſts of a higher Order than that of Aaron; The 
Biſhops therefore of the Churches, they in the Firſtand 
Second Chapter of the Revelation are in the ſtile of the Holy 
Ghoſt «yew Angels of- the Churches ; ſo thar I think 
it more probable to conclude Malachi rather of the 'Ter- 
reſt1al than the,Celeſtial Hierarchy. - 'And Dorotheus and 
Epiphanius give vs this particular account of him, That 
he was born at Supha, and died young ; and Grotius 
would have him to have been a Contemporary of Aggens 
and Zacharie ; Bur leaſt the ambiguitie concerning the 
Author ſhould in the leaft orejudice his Prophecie , it 
will not be amiſs to ſuggeſt that of Munſter, Ejus hibri Au- 
thoritas nulla Iaborat ſuSicione , his Prophecie lyes not 
ynder the leaſt ſuſpicion of uncertainty ; neither indeed 
can it, when as, its Quotation in the New, ſpeaks it part 
of the Old Teſtament, which 1s Canonical. 

| If I have ſeemed too tedious before 1 come to cloſe with 
the Words of my Text, I hope that Patience of yours, 


— — 


which was wont tobe the Attendant upon this Jayes for- 


mer Exerciſes, will .excule ms, , when neither that your 
Patience, nar my {clf, ſhall be tired. out with the uſual 
Repetitions, 

And in compliance with a quicker. diſpatch, grve me 
ave to premile to you very briefly the Subſtance of this 
Prophecie;, and fo I fall direfly upon the Words. 


This Pcophecie upbraids the Ingratitude of the Teo. 


1 


CP 


ple, and the Impiety of the Prieſt ; foretels the period 
that was to be pur to the Aaronical, and the riſe of the 
Evangelical Prieſthood ; reprehends the Tewes tor their 
Divorces and Sacriledge ; Prophefies the rifing of th- 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, and his forerunner Elzas. 

Twas in the dayes of this Prophet that Iniquitie 
would no longer mask it ſelf, or be contented to walk in 
darkneſs, it would no longer wear its vail, and be ſhame- 
fac'd and modeſt ;. But it had gor confidence enough, en- 
couraged by the licentiouſneſs of the Age, to go bare 
faced, and openly to juſtle Piety and Verrue from the 
Wall ; Gods love to fjrael was flighted, He is robbed of 
his honour, [jrael is become ungrateful ; The Prieſts they 
durſt parley with the Almighty in the defence of thoſe 
pollutions which they had brought into the Temple, and 
upon the Altar ; They offer polluted bread, and the lame 
and the blind are brought into the Temple, and upon the 
Altar for Sacrifice, and yet they ſay unto the Lord, Where. 
in have we wearied thee ? And like Prieſt like. People 
( 'twas fo in that Age ) Judah deals treacherouſly , and 
an abomination is committed in {{fael, they have weart- 
ed the Lord,and yet they fay,Wherein have we wearied thee 2 
Their words are ftour againſt the Lord,they call the proud 
happy, and all that work wickednels are exalted. 

And yer notwithſtanding that Impietie had thus ad- 
vanced it felt, that Holinets durſt ſcarce look abroad,bur 
was forced by. the iniquitic of the times to. be confined 
in a Corner ; yer was not this deiiciencte from Gods fear 
B 2 ( though 
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( though roo general ) yet univerſal too, For there 
are many, as in the dayes of Elab, that had not bowed 
their Knees to Baal, and the Prophet tells us, That thoſe 
that feared the Lord, they ſpake often one unto the other ; And 
ic was but requiſite, - that when Iniquity had thus broken 
in as a mighty flood, that the Righteous ſhould blow up 
thole holy flames that were in each others breaſt, by a 
religious Converle, and that as the Prophet tells us they 
did, they ſhold ſpeak often 119-78 TN every good 
man to his Companion. 

And to honour God at the worſt of times. and when 
Impicty ſhall ſwell higheſt, it will not turn to our diſad- 
vantage, it ſhall not be forgotten ; For Bi&aiov puvyug- 
ov12 a Book of Remembrance was written before God : And 
he promiſes to remember them when he ſhall make up his 
Jewels, 3H 'tis in the Original, and the Rabinical no- 
rion of that word, imports Singulare quiddam (gy eximium, 
That,which is upon that account molt peculiarly choice, 
which we ſolove and delight in, 2s that we treaſure it up 
ro produce it only to glory in it. Thus when the wick- 
ed {hall be deſtroyed root and branch, Populum & Inpe- 
rium, then will Ged remember his, and though the wick- 
ed be ruined with an utter deſtruction, ir ſhall not be ſo 
with the righteous ; But unto you that fear my Name , ſhall 
the Sun of Righteouſnefs arife with bealing under his wings, 

In which words you may obſerve theſe three Generals. 
You have Firſt, "HaiGy drxajoourng the Sun of Righte- 
ouſnefs, and him ariſing. 

Secondly, 
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(7) 
Jerondly, The loc or excellent influence of this Sun, he 
ariſes with healing under his wings. 

Thirdly, Tou have the perſons influenced n the firſt words, 
But unto-you that fear my Name, eg9c. 

The Sun of Righteouſnels ar the firſt view appears as 
molt conſpicuous in the Center of the Text; And as in 
the new Philofophie the Central matter detuſes it (elf with 
that of the whole Vortex; Or as the heart of man ftur- 
niſhes the Body to all its extreams with viral ſpirits; fo 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs,as tn the Zodiack of rhe Texr, 
ſends forth its influence to each Pole of it. 

By the Sun of Righteobtſneſs here, the whole current 
of Interpreters, both Reformed and Catholick, under- 
ſtrand Chriſt ( though Grotius would thereby have ' us to 
underſtand the Holy Ghot) Now Chriſt may be termed 
the Sun of Righteouſnels upon {everal accounts, as we 
from this Text may view his difterent rifings. It with 
Theodoret, Montanus, Calvin and others, we make his riftng 
in the Text to reſpect his firſt coming; then trom that 


Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of his, by the imputation of 


which he juſtifies ſinners, he 1s properly ftiled Sof juſtinie, 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs. But 1t with St, Ferome, Sandtius 
and ochers, by his ariſing here we would chicfly under- 
ſtand it of his coming to Judgment ; then he may be cat- 
td the Sun of Righteouſneſs, becaute it is ro Chriſt ro 
uſe Remigius Altiiodorenſis words, Cui Pater dedit judict- 
um, To whom the Father hath REY the Fudment of the 
laſt day ; which words of his are little diftering trom our 
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Oe (8) | 
Saviours own, when he tells us, c7hat the Father juBbeth 
no man, but hath committed all judgment ta the Son. 

The Chaldee Paraphraſe in ſtead of Sol juſtitiz, reads 
the words 17 xwn2v The Sun in its puritie ſhall ariſe, and 
that not amiſs, when by this Sun we underſtand Chriſt : 
He arifing in his Puricie, either Firſt, In relation to his 
Divinity he being God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of, very God, as we believe of him in the Nicene 
Creed ; Or he being the Coeternal and Coeffential word 
which was not only with God from the beginning ,but was 
God in Sr, Johns phraſe, So that the Sun arifing in my 
Text, ariſes in the puritie of his Divinicie againſt the 
Arians of old, and the Socimans of late. 

And as it-is the. Sun in its Paritie 1n relation to his 
Divinitie againſt them; ſo 'tis the Sun in its Puritie too 
in relation to his Humanitie; For this Word was made 
Fleſh, and became like us in all things, fin only exce- 
pred, And thus he aroſe in Puritate Matris in the pu- 
ricie of his. Humanitie againſt the Apollinerians or Dimerite, 
My made # Xess tvardtwmmy oughoyevTwy , Or thoſe, 
That deny the perfe& incarnation of our Saviour, In 
ſhort, this Sun ariſes in the puritie of. both Natures, 
and as the Apoſtle deſcribes him, Oz & orexy, God in 
the Fleſh. 

Now there are four cardinal Points in that Circle, 
which this Sun of Righteouſneſs compleats ; In each 
of which 1 ſhall briefly repreſent him to be viewed; 
Flie Fir? is that of Hz ariſing in bis Nativity. - The Se- 
cond 


(99 
cond, that of This Suns Eclipſe in his Paſſlon. The Third, 
chat of His Illumination,or Fif ing again in his Reſurrevion : 
And the Faurth and Laſt, 1s that of ft;5 ſhining forth in 
bis Eternal Glory in his coming to Judgment. 

We may obſerve that this Glorious Sun hills up the 
whole Circle of Time in complearing his Periods, (As 
he is God, his beg runs parallel with the inhnite 
fphear of Excernitie ) and in the fore appointment of 
God (as Man) he 1s the Lamb flain from the Founda- 
tion of the World, and at his laſt coming, he {hall con- 
clude Time, and it ſhall be no more. Clouded in- 
deed he appeared at his rifing in his Nativitie, the moſt 
radiant Gems are concealed in a Cabinet, and Divinitie ' 
tc ſelf could paſs through the World undiſcovered , to 
the greate{t. part of it, when 1t was .cloathed , not in 
the Grandeur, but clouded with the humilicie. of the 
Fleſh ; And yet even then, and through that Clouddid 
the bright Beams: of his Divinitie diſplay themfelves' to 
thoſe thar looked far his' coming ; His Works | they'te- 
ſtified of him, that he came forth trom God, and the 
Rayes of the Omnipotent Power ſhone through the in» 
firmitie of the humane Natm#, .and diſcovered him ta 
be Inmanuel, God with us. : But this Sun of ' Righteouſ- 
neſs has paſſed rhis Point long ſince in our Churches 
Kalendar jn the Feaſt of: his Nativity. 

Let me-therefore proceed. ta the. Second, From. his 
Clouding in hs- Nativity, to his Eclipfing in bis Paſton ; 
- And this ts a Point which this Sun has but lately patled, 

- ref ana 


(10) 
and which this dayes Exerciſe ( in\ the Repetition.) us 
ſed to repreſent him in again; And ſuffer me here ro 
bring back as it were the ſhadows of this Sun.of Righte- 
oulneſs, which he has gone down in our Churches Ho- 
rizon, and confider but very briefly his Eclipſe in his 
Paſſion, The higheſt perſons and moſt Honorable are 
often found moſt humble and obliging, and in being ſo 
they have here the higheſt pattern for their imication; E- 
ven him who chought it no robbery to be equal with God, 
humbling himlclf ro the death of the Croſs ; contented 
that his Divinitie ſhould ſeem to be wholly laid afide, 
whilſt the Prince of life ſubmits to death ; and he that 
had the Keys of Hell and the Grave,is contented to lodg c 
them in the Sepulchre wittr him: This infinitely ſurpa l- 
ſes what Codrus did for the Athenians, or the Decti tor the 
Romans / And now this Glorious Sun ſeemed totally to 
have been Eclipſed, and for ever to have been covered 
with this darkeft Cloud : And ' when his own Diſciples 
had ſuch - ſuſpicions, as we gather from the two Diſci- 
ples travelling to Emmaus, their doubtful ſpeech con- 
cerning him after his Crucifixion , But we truſted 
( ſaid they ) that it had bein be who ſhould have redeemed 
Iſrael ; and St. Thomas's 'doubting was'ſo notorious ; 
Whar think we then of the Infidel Jewes, nothing bur 
the conſciouſneſs of their own guilt, could ever make 
them think his bleſſed Ghoſt ſhould ariſe to trouble them 
further. They thought him ſure enough when' they 
had nailed him to the Croſs, and in mockerie © only 


(tt) 
bid him come down; and; they .wonld belicya;cin..hims 
Lictle did they.ever dreamthatchis Diyanitie:was awake, 
even then when they had ſecured his Body in -che Sepul- 
chre ; And they thought they had leti-no ſtarting holes 
trom the Grave, when they had ſealed:it with a Seal,and: 
ſet a Watch. And yet to his poor and diſconſolate Dif- = 
ciples, does-this Sun of Righteouſne(s break: through 
this Clodd, which brings me to the Zhird grand Point in 
thar Circle, which this Sun, compleats in bis: Motion , 
His ariſing or illumination in bis Reſurrection. 

. And this 1s that laſt Sign which. chizSun of Righte- 
ouſneſs entred in our Celeſtial ) Zodiack ,.. mean our 
Church Kalendar , by :which it. meatures: che | annual 
courle of the Sun of. Rightequinels. The Feaſt of the 
Reſurrection he entred laſt, and 1s not yer. out of it; 
This being Low-Sunday, or: Low- Eaſter, and the dectens 
fion, the Oltave of that great Feſtival; And you have 
our Church, from the acknowledgment of Chriſts Refaur- 
rection, praying tor newnels | of lite, and purity” of Ho 
ving in the Co/lz for this day.'' | 

The Sun 1n the Firmament, though 1ts afpett be al 
waies Glorious, yet when Phzbus teems ro rowſe himlelt 
trom 7hetzs lap, . and his/bright beams diſperſe che dark; 
neſs which the precedent ; Night had ſpread irhe Heavens 
with,. his rayes.then ſeem moſt acceptable; Winter thar 
diſmantleg the Earth of her Adornments, commends un- 
to us the glovies of the growing Spring ; The Sun ſeems 
to ſhine, brighteſt! after an Eclipſe ; Thus the Paſſion of 
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(12) 
our Saviour, the Eclipſe of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
welcomes the Feaſt of his Reſurreftion, It puts the 
Church out of her cloſe mourning, makes her lay afide 
her Sables and Lenten Garments , and exchanges her 
black for Albs, and even raviſhes her into an holy Ex- 
raſis of joy, ſo that her forrow 15 turned into laughter 
in abundance ; And the Church begins the Service of 
that day with the Enſigns of a holy Triumph, Chriſt our 
Paſſover is crucified for us, therefore let's Reep the Feaſt: The 
Church ſubjoyning a fatisfaQtorie account of her joy in 
the ſubſequent Anthems tor the Mattins of that day , 
Chriſt is riſen, and Chriſt being riſen dieth no more , 
Death hath no more dominion over him , and therefore 
Let us keep the Feaſt, Alas, this Suy of Righteouſ- 
neſs was as a Gyant, mighty to run his courſe, and the 
Barriers of the Grave could no longer put ſtop to his 
race, than himſelf would permit them : And then *'tis 
not the ſtone of the Sepulchre, nor all the Infernal Pow- 
ers that could any longer confine this Sun in the Cham- 
bers of Darkneſs. His Paſſion and his Humanitie in it, 
ſhall now ſerve but as a foil to ſer off his ReſurreRion, 
and his Divinitie 1n it, 6 

And now 'ris time for this Glorious Sun to ſhine forth 
in the eternal excellencies of his Father; And Him has 
God exalted to his Meridian Glory, to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, as he was incomparably deſcribed to you the 
laſt Week. 'Tis time for this'Sun then, now to lay a- 
fide the rags of Fleſh, and to put on his glorious Ap- 


(13) 
parel ; He has now finiſhed that work, which made him 
aſſume the form of a ſervant, and he is entring upon his 
univerſal Dominion : All power 1s given him, and ſu- 
table ro himſelf, he exalts our natures above that which 
is Angelical, But yet as he lay in the Grave three 
dayes , to let us fully know that indeed he dyed for 
us, fo after he is riſen, he does not immediately af- 
cend to the right hand of God, bnt is content ro con- 
verſe a while upon Earth, to confirm and eſtabliſh the 
belief of his ReſurreQion ro his Diſciples, and that as 
he dyed for our fins, fo he aroſe again for our Juſtifica- 
tion : And that not more of our Perſons, than of our 
Religion ; And then he aſcends to Gods right hand, his 
proper, and peculiar Sphear, from whence we believe 
that he ſhall come as the Sun of Righteouſneſs in his 
full Glory(which is the Fourth andLoft Point in this Suns 
Cicle ) to Judge both the quick and the dead, to weigh 
all things in an impartial Balance, and to give to every 
man according to his works, utter and eternal ruine to 
the wicked, and firally impenitent ſinners, for he comes 
in flames of Fire burning ws xXi6av@- as an Oven, aud 
that heated beyond that of Nebuchadnezzars,and to conti- 
nue ſuch for ever, having the eternal juſtice of an incen- 
ſed Deitie to perpetuate its flames,and the wicked which 
ſhall be as ſtubble for its Fewel. But unto you that 
fear his Name , thoſe whom God has promiſed to re- 
member when he makes up his Jewels, and whom he 
will ſpare as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ferveth him; 
C 2 Buc 
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But unto. you ſhall this Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with, 
that excellent - Jezo:g or thealing in my Text, under his 
wings ; which brings; me to the Second General of the 
Text, the excellent,influence of this Sun, in that He 4- 
riſes with healing under bis Wings. | 
" The natural Sun has 4; {anative 3nfluence, and | its: heat 
is rhe'great foſter -Mother: of life -and health ; The deri- 
vatian therefore of the word Phebus trom ag Bis it 
not Critical, ye64ir:is Plalolophical and true enough, in 
that the Sun is that light which caufes natural life, 
| We commenced our Being from the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, as St. Jokg tells us, Al things were made by him. 
And he made-us after his own 1mage:; JU? upright and 
whole, But we marred pur ſelves, by ſeeking out many 
Inyentions ; Naw when ous glory was turned into ſhame, 
and we were covered-with.-darknels and contufion of 
tace, and the ſhadows not only of a temporal, but of 
an eternal death, incloſed us round x - Then did: this Sun 
of Righteoulnels dawn upon us, and;;was preſently up- 
on the wing to bring Salvation , He ariſes with healing wn- 
der his wings. © 
So that the Righteous h-ve not only a EE but 
a ſaving and a focedy one too, It comes winged to- 
wards them ; Nay further, this healing influence poſt's 
it yet ſpeedier than upon the wing, for by the wings 
of this Sun we are to underſtand his Rayes. and Beams, 
and then what's quicker in its motion than Light, which 
in an 1n{tant poſt's 1t from one extream of the Heaven to 
bs 
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the other, fo ſpeedy is our Phiſician , "and he brings 
this balm with him, Healing under his wings. 

The whole head was fick, and the whole heart was 
faint, and we were all - over nothing but wounds and 
bruiſes, and purrified ſores: Our underſtandings, thoſe 
Lamps of Divine Light at firſt, were ſo darkned and 
ſunk into their Sockets, as that we, guided by that twic- 
lightionly remaining, miſtook- evil for good, and good 


for evil; and Jxiom like,, we courted a Cloud inſtead of 


Junoan apparent only,for a real and ſubſtantial happinef; 
our wills by a ſtrange kind of Huſteron-Proteron, haling 
our Underftandings to ah unreaſonable complyance with 
whatever gratified our over-{waying Paſſions. Now to 
heal all this diſorder, and to reduce that Chaos which 


fin had caſt the little world of man into, did this Sun of 


Righteouſneſs ariſe with the faving influence of his Beams: 
And by a Divine light endeavours to fer man right, and 
whole again, and to make him regular in all his moti- 


ons, by ſubjugating the light of mans reafon, to that of 


his Divine Word, and fo according to the Syriack Per- 
fron, He aroſe with healing ox..8% Na under his Tongue, 
or in his Dofrine. By ſ1bje&ing our Wills and Aﬀe. 
Gions to our Underſtandings and Reaſons, our ſenſative 
ro our rational faculties, and thus He aroſe with healing 
under his wings to reduce man to his primitive redtitude, 
and fo to fit him,, not for an earthly, but a heavenly 
Paradiſe, that place where all things are regular,moving 


where 


with-an exa&t correſpondence to the Divine pleaſure , 


— —— 
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where there is not the leaſt diſcord to compleat 1 its An- 
gelick Harmonie. 

And he aroſe not only thus with healing under his 
wings,in relation to that great cure which he was to effe, 
and for the compleating.of which, his blood muſt be the 
balm , and that which muſt:give ſpring to thar Fountain, 
which was to be ſet open to waſh in for fin and for un- 
cleanneſs ; But in all the temporal ſtraits and neceſlities 
which he brings his into, he leads them through, and 
together with the temptation , he finds a way for their 
eſcape, and when the wicked are ſnared in their own 
devices, he brings the righteous out of all cheic trou- 
bles. 

And ſo I am fallen into the Laſt General, which 
briefly to diſpatch, the Adverſative Bur, Tells us, that 
this healing does not influence all. This Verſe then is 
an Antitheſis to the former, where you have-an account 
how it ſhall fare with the wicked: Holy David in the 
firſt Pſalm, having deſcribed the happy condition of the 
righteous, tells us, that the ungodly are not fo, it ſhall 
not be ſo with them, But their way ſhall periſh; And 
the Prophet here,chough he tel]s us that che wicked they 
ſhall be conſumed root and branch ; yet it ſhall not be 
ſo with the righteous, they are ſevered and ſecured too 
from that deſtruction, But unto you that fear my Name , 
foall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with healing under bi 
wings: He is faid to ariſe to them Quia illorum agit cau- 
ſam, becauſe he comes to vindicate them, and plead 
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their cauſe, not but that he ariſes to the wicked too, to 
diſplay their works of darkneſs, and to give them the 
rewards of their impicties ; But to the righteous, to them 
that fear his Name, according to Druſius his note Fuſtitis 
denotat benignitatem, it denotes a benign influence , and 
ro them He ariſes with healing under his wings. 

Leſt here ſome ſhoull be diſcouraged, and fromdark 
apprehenſions imagine, That this Sun of Righteouſneſs 
never intended to ſhine upon them with the ſaving Light 
of his bleſſed: Countenance, and ſhould thence conclude 
that they, by ſome eternal and abſolute decree, are pre- 
determined to utter darkneſs, and conſequently complain 
| that the ſphear of the Sun of Righteouſneſs is nor large 
enough ; I ſhall only obviate this ObjeQton, and diſpatch 
this general. 

Thoſe that have ſuch narrow apprehenfions of the infi+ 
nite Goodneſs, and that will meaſure his thoughts of 
grace and favour to man by their own - ( when God him- 
ſelf has told us, That his thoughts gre not as our thoughts, 
neither bis waies as our waies,- but as the Heavens are high a- 
bove the Earth, ſo are his thoughts above ours, and his waies 
abowe our waies,) They ſurely .do God: more diſhonour 
by detrafting from his Goodneſs, than they do him ho- 
nour by aſcribing to his Juſtice. We learn from the 
Prophet Ezekzel, That his Juſtice under the Legal and 
Moſaick diſpenſation, ſhould only ſeize upon Offenders 
in their own perſons, and that there was then no ground 

for that Proverb which the Jewes had falſly taken up, 


(38) 

and ufed/againſt the Divine Goodneſs, 'Zhat the, Fatbers 
had eatifowre Grapes , and 3he Childrens Teeth were ft; uh 
edoe ; God tells then then, ' That he hath-no pleaſure inthe 

death of him that dieth, .wberefore turn and. lize ye.faigs God 
by the-Propher, - And our dear Lord in the Gofpel in> 
vites all that are weary and heavy laden to come to him 
for eſt, and: complains that They will. . not come unto 
bim, that they might have life ; Notwithitanding that che 
Spirit' andthe rBride. (ay come, and he that heareth, is 
commanded to :ſay come, and be that is a thirſt is invited 
to come , And whoſoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely. God will not indeed'fave all promiſcuouſly, bus 
he will ſever between the Sheep and the Goats, and he 
will cauſe a cleer diſcern to be made between the righte- 
ous and the wicked, between him that ſerveth God., and 
him that (erveth him not: And God forbid ir ſhould be 
otherwiſe.,, For ſhould not the Judge of the whole 
Earth:do right * But yet deceive not your ſelves + His 
Juſtice ſhall ſhine gloriouſly;. but yet, not by Eelipfing 
his infinite” Goodnefs, 1f ye 'go. on in your impicries., 
you ſhall not be able to ſecure your felves from his Ju- 
ſtice, by impleading his mercie : Our pretences-to dark- 
nefs will vaniſh, when it ſhall be our Condemnation, 
That Light came into the world, and that we loved darkneſs 
rather than Light: This Sun of Righteouſneſs would have 
thone upon us, and that with the: ſaving influence of 
his Beams, : but we ſhould.not lie under- it, and when 


he ſhone brighteſt upon us, in his Sacred Ward and 
Le: Od} 


«H.) 

Saas: [this \Shfws\inflaence upon the wicked, was 
but. as rhax of che Natural Sin port the "ny! accord-' 
ing to _— of ay _ 
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" They were:the more hardned.Judas-like after the Sop; 
whilft. che righreous, like wax; are ſoftned by this Suns 
influence, ic even infinuating it (elf into their ſtony 
hearts, ſo that the waters of true penitencie. flow from 
them; And they, wax-like, are moulded into that holy 
and'plyable frame , that they are ficted!-to receive the 
tmpreſs of the Image of God, and by an univerſal obe- 
dience to have a reſpe& to all his Commands: We are 
nat neceſiitated then by any ſuch Decree to do evi], for 
this were plainly to make God the Author of fin, and Pa- 


tron to the moſt groſs impietics; And the Apoltle tells 


us, That whom he fore-knew, thoſe he did Predeſtinate. So 
chat Chriſt appears the Sun of Righteouſneſs upon all ac- 
counts, not narrowing the infinite Sphear of his Good- 
neſs : Notwithſtanding that he ariſes to them, and tothem 
only that'fear his Name, with bealing under his wings. 

There now remains only the Fpplication, and'l have 
done: Did this Sun of Righteouſneſs" ariſe with ealing un- 
der his wings, with his Divine Light to guide us ro Hea- 
ven, when we were poſting to -Hell and utter darkneſs? 
Did he afiſe veil'd | in is Nativicie,cloathed with hamane 
We D Nature 
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Nature thathe might die for us ?. And Jid he ariſe agaie 
for our Juſtification 2 And will he ariſe to- Judgrhenc, to 
vindicate his Ele to the whole World 2 Calls not this for 
our moſt unfeigned thanktulneſs ? Who would not love 
thee, O.;. thou, King.;of Samts?, Who would not fall 
down and worſhip thee, Q thou Sun of Righteouſneſs 2 
And do we hope to be Stars of Glory , the Satellites 7o- 
viz, the Companions. of this. Sun in that(life which. is to 
come ?;. Let u4 then;walk. as Children of the Lipht ;; ot in 
ryotting antl drunkenneſs, not in chambering and wantonneſs, 
not in ſirife and envy. But put: ye on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and make no-proviſjon for the fleſb to fulfil it in the luſt there- 
ef: And turther;would you ſo cahtempleate this Sun, as 
that you may alwaics behold his Glory, and become fix- 
ed Stars in, his Orb for ever ? Get then an eye of Faith, 
and a;band of Charitie, + 

Faith is that 7ubus opticus by which chou muſt view this 
ts and behold his Righteouſneſs, infinitely ſurpaſling 
thine own, But let good works and deeds of Charitie be 
the Pedeſtal upon Earth, on which- thou, mounteſt this 
Tube of Faith in| thy proſpe& towards heaven; For 
Faith except it work by love, is but uſeleſs. and dead,and 
a meer ſpeculation, and we may logk long. enough to 
Heaven with a bareEyeof Faith, and yet unleſs inimi- 
ration of our dear Lord, we ſhall travel chither by go- 
ing about, as he did, and doing of good,: we are never 
likely. of coming thicher. 

Aud yet I would nat: ::be miſtaken here , For neither 

ſhall 


ſhall ever the a of our god workaearry an 


** thither, unleſs this Eyg of Faichdirefts ther Way, 'tis|that 


which muſt diſcover; to'us. this Suzi of Riphteoufngs that has 
bealiap under his wings, that mult point us to the Balm that 
is in Gilead, and to the Phyſician there, and dire& usto; 
a righteouſneſs infinitely beyond ours, which when we 
have rightly viewed, and yet done all we can, we ſhall be 
taught toconfeſs that we have but done « our FREE that 
me are but unprofitable ſervants, - 

And as you are to be careful, leſt your Faith being too 
high flown, and ſublimited over-much,jr prove only aeri- 
al and phantaſtick ; fo on the other ſide, you are ta taks 
the like care, leſt you ſettle roo much upon the Lees-'of 
your own righteouſneſs , and ſo ſhould judge it to want 
no refining from the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Know there- 
fore,that though thou ſhalt be rewarded according to thy 
works, yet net for the merits of. .them. 

And now to compleat the faving and tull diſcovery of 
the Sun of Righteguſneſs, to uſe Sr. James his words , 
Shew thy Faith by . thy works. Amongft. which works 'ot- 


Piety and Devotion,: none can prove! more acceptable 


| thanthoſe which haveGods honour immediately to bound 


them ; Of- which kind will your care and contributions 
be-cowards the re-building of the places. where his Ho- 
nour dwelt-; I can't fay that the moſt High God ſtands 
1n need of material Temples to dwell in, whom the Hea- 
yen of; Heavens cannot contain , no more than he did 
want their Sacrifices of old, who if he had been a hungry, 

D 2 would 


would not bave-tuantcd them with it, when theEarth 
was' his, and che Cartle” upon a thouſtind hills, Bit yet Cer 
tainly, ashe required the one under the Law,ſo he highly 
accepts the other under the Goſpel. It has been uſual in 
he erettion of 'new Cities. in. the firſt Place ro tay out 
oround forthe! Kings Palace ; It will: well become this 
Cite, which has been renowned for nothing more than its 
Piety ob.ald 3 "The ruine of her Churches ſpeaking our of 
their Athes, and from their own Graves'the' priſtine De- 
votion-of our Anceſtors towards God'; It will; 1 lay,be- 
come this Citie, and her Honorable Magiſtrates iN-Its re- 
building; to-take care 1n the firſt-place, That the Baſft- 
ca's, the Cdurrs of the Lords! Houſes be not. forgotten : 
Give me leave toitell you ,1 believe this would prove no 
{mall incitive for this Sun 'of Righteouſneſs to ariſe a- 
mongſt us, when we out of a-religious and due reſpe& to 
his hoot pitch his Pavilion, and rear again the 
places of his/abode, and ſpecial Preſence, with us. 

It would beonly aftum apereto- fay any more upon this 
Subjcft after choſe excellent diſeourkes and incitives which 
you have had in them to this purpoſe; Only I promiſe 
my {elf that willingneſs from this Citie and her Inhabi- 
rants to works of this Nature, ' That whatever is of this 
kind, Decies repetita placebit , though. often inculcated yer 
that "rwill be acceptable ;- And I heartily pray, That the 
firſt Stone which any of you.may cauſe, or promote to 
be laid cowards the repairing of any of Gods Houſes,may 
be a certain earneſt to youz that- the head Stone in the 
COrner 


ſee it. -- ; 


But let not: your Chatitie to the Material Temples 


render you Sacrilegious to the living Temples of God, 


E mean his poor and diftretſed Saints, I intend not hate 


fore ſo to beg your Munificence to the one. as that 1 


would rob you of your hoipitalitie tothe others; And 


give me leave to tell you, that Charitie in this ſenſe has 


proved a ſucceſsful means rowards the diſcovery of the: 


Sun of Righteouſnels, The two Diſciples travelling to 


Emmanz, though they had loſt our Saviour by their. infi-- 
delity, yet they found him intheir Hoſpicalitie, they con-. 
ſtrain him to ſtay with them, and Chriſt diſcavers_him- 


ſelf in fraffione Panis at the Table: 

Upon which good is the: advice of St. Auguſt, Tone ho- 
ſpitem ſt vis agnoſcere ſalvatorem, It thou wouldeſt diſcover 
Chriſt, uſe deeds of Charirie. - This Sun of Righteouſe 
neſs can no longer cloud himſelf, and remain incognitoto 
thoſe in whom he beholds ſo much of Love and Charitie ,, 
which makes us like to himſelf, 

' Herodotus and Pomponins Mela tell us of a certainplace 
in Ethiopia, "which from that ſtore of Plenty of Fleth it 
was alwaies furniſhed with.. was called by: the Inhabi- 
rants 'HAis Teamnlah, The Table of the Sun: This place 
was wont to be furniſhed by the commendable care of the 
Magiſtrates, they providing that every night. in the filent 
hours of it, much plenty of Fleſh ſhould be carried thi- 
cher, for Hoſpitalitie, and the entertainment of -9tran- 
gers ; 


corner of your « own ſhall be hid, and that your eyes may 


76ers; - The. poople in the mean time thinking it. invaſci.eh- 


vinitus to have come down from Heaven: The Magiſtrates 
and worthy Citizens of this Honorable, Ancient,and Re- 
nowned Citie, before the envie, though now the Pitie of 
all her Siſters, they have ſpread many ſuch Tables, and 
I doubt not, bur theirs, as well as Cornelizs's: Almes, have 
reached Heaven, and have been the Procurors of many 
bleſſings to this place. Thoſe many excellent Founda- 
cions of Charitie, which have been, as it were, ſo. many 
ſet Tables of the Sun, not only in Herodotus his ſenſe, but 


tn the ſenſe and acceptation of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; . 


They, like Dorcas's Coats, remain ſtill amonglt us in a 


great meaſure ; Though this late dreadful Fire: has: nat 
been fo propitious to them , as Nebuchadnezzars wis ta 


the Garments of the three Children, though Chriſt's own 
Wardrobe, his Hoſpital was here concerned ; But yet, blef« 
ſed be God, that in ſome meaſure they remain though 
the fire has findged their garments, and they remain now 


. not only to be "0 us of the Piety and Devotion of 
Ca 


our Anceſtours, but as incourapements and incitives:to 
us, -to be heirs to their good works,as well as to their E- 
ſtates : God having now given you an opportunity to 
reſtifie by your Deeds of Charitie, that you are not De- 


 niſens only of his Sigz, but that you are Cirizens:of the 


heavenly Feruſalem ; The Exchequer of Heaven-ſeems in 
a great meaſure to have been empried by this late dread- 


 ful' Fire, and now. you may make you Friends of your 


Martinon of his world, your money will gratefully bexe- , 
ceived 


(25) 
ceived into the Chamber of Heaven, and- there ybu are 
ſure to have both Principleand Uſe too ſecured, for thi- 
ther Thieves can'c clime to break through and ſteal,neither 
| ſhall thoſe heavenly Fires conſume Four "TORS but 
purihe it to a higher value, 


And now, as I doubt nor, bur choſk very Als of Cha-- 


ritie, which this Cicic has been tamous for, may for along 


time palt, have diverted that flame, which ar laſt blown - 


up by our fins, has laid us in Aſhes ; So neither doubt 1 
on the other fide of time, and for fururitie, but that if we 
would follow the advice which holy Daniel gave Nebuchad- 
nezzar, that is, If we would break off our ſins by righteouſ- 
neſs, and our iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the Poor ; 1 ſhould 
not then fear, but if God gives us a heart thus to honour 
him with our Subſtance, bur that he would honour us, and 
that he would turn again and reſtore poor London, which 
now fits in Aſhes, doing Penance for our fins, ro more 
than her antient Glory and Beautie ; I ſhould not-then 


fear but this Sun of Righteouſneſswould ariſe upon her with * 


bealing under bis wings, That it would pitie him to ſee 
her lye in the duſt , and that he would favour her ſtones 
. towards her rebuilding. . I ſhould not fear bur that his 
healing Countenance would ſoon make up all her breach- 
es, and he would make London, of a ruinous heap as now 


it lies, The Glory of all Ciries, the Citie, not only of the 


—J 


Great King our Soveraign Lord, but of the King of Kings - 


too, and that London ſhould be eſtabliſhed before him, as - 


Mount Sion, which ſhould never more be moved. 


Which. 
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| (26) h 
Which that: he, would happily effe&'in his- gopd.aps * 
pointed time,and make the Bulwarks'of this Citie Salvati- 
[ .on, and its Gates Praiſe,let it be the humble,conſtant;arid 
* fervent Prayer of all her Sons : And it ſhall ever be mine 
as the unworthieſt of them : To whichlet'all the Faithful 
that call upon God in truth and fincerity, ſay Amen. 


 v_ _— — 
""— 

_ 41-4 ws 2 FO RS I 

Mr " xi 

—— n 
. 
La 
- Ve 


, «Page 18. line27, read would. 
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